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Thank You, Sandy! 

Stanley óSandyô Walton began his association 

with the Society in 1976. He has served twice as 

president of the Society. His first term began in 

1980, serving for four years, and his second term 

began in 2001 until the present. During his latest 

term as president, the Society has grown greatly 

in many ways. While the Society already owned 

both the Hinsdale History Museum and Immanuel 

Hall before Sandyôs second term as president; it 

was under Sandyôs leadership, that the Society 

undertook saving from demolition, relocating and 

preserving the R. Harold Zook Home and Studio, 

now located in KLM Park. Sandyôs hard work in 

aiding and orchestrating all that was involved in 

the move of the home and studio was truly a gift 

to the Society. We thank Sandy for his devotion 

to Hinsdaleôs history and his dedication to the 

Society! 

Kitchen Walk & Cookôs Night Out 

Thank You! 

The Society would like to extend a huge thank 

you to all the volunteers that helped to make the 

Kitchen Walk and the Cookôs Night Out event a 

huge success! 

Thank you to the Kitchen Walk chairs: Cindy 

Klima and Danielle Tuck and the Cookôs Night 

Out chairs: Christie Eddins, Liz Gerami, Ginger 

Leaven and Joan Templeton.  

Thank you, also, to the generous homeowners 

that shared their beautiful kitchens and gardens 

for the Kitchen Walk! 

 

 

 

 

 

Final Words From the President 

Dear Society Members, 

The Society will have a new and talented president after the Annual Meeting in 

June. I am resigning that post and almost certainly Shannon Weinberger will 

be elected our new president. She is currently vice-president, newsletter editor 

extraordinaire, and is managing the Zook renovation project. I will remain on 

the Board, continue to be the insurance and legal department, and will stay on 

the Immanuel Hall Advisory Committee. 

I served as president two times for the Society, the latest commencing in 2001. 

The other was nearly 30 years ago before the Society had any museum. I have 

lots of memories and saw many milestones over the years. 

But, I will resist a retrospective or any boring ñwar storiesò in my last message. 

Instead, I urge each of you to exert your best efforts to help the new president 

and the Society as they face immense challenges ahead.  

One of the biggest challenges will be funding our three entities, two of which 

are now up and running. While we hope that Immanuel Hall, and later the Zook 

Home and Studio, will pay for themselves with rentals, it is more realistic to 

assume that regular and steady donations and fund-raising events must 

continue if the Society is to fulfill its mission. Once upon a time, few people 

knew that the Society existed, our lemonade-laced board meetings were in 

someoneôs living room and our aggregate expenses were less than $100 

annually. The day is fast approaching when the Society will burn through that 

amount in less than a week, not counting capital expenses. 

The Board and committees cannot fulfill Society goals alone. I hope that each 

Society member is inspired by the accomplishments of the past to continue 

and enhance your support going forward. 

Carpe diem! 

Sandy Walton  

President 
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From the Museum Managerðs Desk 

We are excited to announce that the Eagle Scout 

project conducted by Woody Heidler was completed 

this month. Woodyôs dual project included both re-

carpeting the archives room and the building and 

installation of new shelving for the collections closet, 

both located in the Lower Level of the museum. The 

carpet change was much needed to match the newly 

laid carpet in the main room of the Lower Level. The shelves which were 

designed and built especially for our closet space are sturdy and adjustable to 

accommodate the different sizes of collection items that are stored there on a 

temporary basis. The shelving replacements certainly make us sleep better at 

night!  Woody put forth a great deal of effort and problem solving to design 

shelving that gives us the best use of our space. He rose to the challenge of 

not only the shelf design, but also constructing the shelving unit and recruiting 

and training volunteers to help him with this large-scale project. The quality of 

his work is excellent, and we couldnôt be happier about how the project turned 

out! Thank you, Woody!  

Anne Swenson  
Museum Manager, 

Hinsdale Historical Society 

 

 

 

 

 

Honor Those that Serve 

Please join Alice Mansell June 13th at Immanuel Hall in honor of Flag Day and 

those men and women serving in the military overseas. Items for our troops will 

be boxed from 1:00 to 3:00 pm. Admission for the event is one nonperishable 

item that can be sent to the troops. Refreshments will be served for 

volunteers. If you are not able to volunteer but want to help, you may drop off 

toiletry items such as toothbrushes, soap, etc. to donate to the effort. All are 

welcome. 

Echoes is a publication of the Hinsdale Historical Society and is published 5 times annually. 

©2009 Hinsdale Historical Society 

All photos in this newsletter are the property of the Hinsdale Historical Society 

or individual depicted, unless otherwise noted. 
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The mission of the Hinsdale Historical Society is  

to collect, preserve and promote the history of Hinsdale, 

Illinois, and to foster an awareness and appreciation of its 

history and architecture through education, programs, 

exhibits and the maintenance of historical resources and 

properties in the Village. 
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Volunteer Spotlight 

The Spotlight is on You! 

THANK YOU, volunteers, for another year of dedication and hard work for the 

Hinsdale Historical Society! This year has been full of milestones for the 

Society: the opening of Immanuel Hall to the public, the successful forming of 

the Womenôs Board, and the launch of the Anderson Architecture Center to 

name a few! All of these projects took an extreme amount of time and energy 

and wouldnôt have been completed, much less even started, without the 

tireless work of you, the volunteers! You are what makes the Society not just 

an organization, but a fantastic organization. Together, we have made great 

strides in the past year, and we are all looking forward to see what will be 

accomplished in the upcoming year. Thank you for your enthusiasm, we truly 

couldnôt have done it without you!   

Tljbkðp ?l^oa 

The Women's Board ended its inaugural year by hosting two fundraising events 

for the Society: the Cook's Night Out Preview Party and the fifth annual Kitchen 

Walk. 

The Cookôs Night Out Preview Party was held May 1st at the Hinsdale Golf 

Club. Approximately 80 people turned out for this party benefitting all three 

Historical Society properties as well as the Anderson Architecture Center.  

The Kitchen Walk was held one week later on Friday, May 8th. Close to 650 

people attended the walk, which featured five homes in Hinsdale and one in 

Clarendon Hills. Boutique shopping, raffle opportunities and luncheon were 

offered at Immanuel Hall the day of the Walk. 

Together these two events netted over $32,000, which is particularly gratifying 

given the current economic environment. The proceeds from the Cookôs Night 

Out Preview Party will benefit all of the Societyôs project s and programs, while 

the proceeds from the Kitchen Walk will be used to support the maintenance of 

Historic Immanuel Hall.  

 The Womenôs Board is grateful to all volunteers, participants, patrons and 

underwriters who supported Cookôs Night Out and the Kitchen Walk this year. 

Hinsdale Historical Society 

Jbj_bopð @lokbo 
 

Congratulations! 
Congratulations go out to Brie Coughlin, our 

Family Fun Fest raffle winner! Brie won a raffle for 

a free one year membership to the Society! 

Congrats and welcome! 

 

Help Wanted 
The Society is always in need of volunteers. If you 

are interested in helping out in any way, please 

contact the Society at 630-789-2600 or email us at 

newsletter@hinsdaleshistory.org. 

Fourth of July Parade-The Society is in need 

of volunteers that are interested in helping to plan 

and participate in this yearôs Fourth of July Parade. 

Uniquely Thursdays-The Society will have a 

booth this summer during at least one of the 

Villageôs Uniquely Thursday evenings. Volunteers 

are needed to plan and participate at the booth. 

Newsletter Editor-The Society is looking for 

someone interested in taking over the Societyôs 

newsletter Echoes. Computer skills are a must. 

Immanuel Hall Rental 
For a limited time, a special weekday rate is 

available for Society members and Hinsdale 

residents. For more information, give the Society a 

call or visit www.hinsdalehistory.org, click on 

Immanuel Hall.  

The Hall has hosted birthday parties, receptions, 

meetings, lectures, yoga classes, musical recitals 

and exhibits (to name a few). It can seat 

approximately 120 people or approximately 80 at 

tables.  It has a fully equipped kitchen, a lift for 

persons with disabilities, washrooms, year-round 

climate control and other amenities. 

Immanuel Hall is the perfect venue for your next 

special event. Call 630-789-2600 for more 

information. 

 

mailto:newsletter@hinsdaleshistory.org
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Architect Dennis Parsons works with a Hinsdale 
Central student. 

 

HHS Members enjoy evening preview of Downtown 
Hinsdale photo exhibit 

 

Roger and Ruth Anderson Architecture Center 

The last few months have seen Anderson Architecture Center activities throughout the 

Village. Weôve been involved at Hinsdale Central again this year with our Architects 

in the Classroom program. Architects Dennis Parsons and Richard Olsen provided 

hands-on guidance to the ñArchitectural Stylesò students. As each class member 

designed the floor plan for a small home as their final project, the architect volunteers 

offered suggestions that brought a practiced, ñreal worldò view to the work.   

Younger Hinsdaleans were entertained at the Centerôs booth at the Community 

House Family Fun Fair in April. Advisory Board member Pam White created clever 

bookmarks with various housing styles to color, complete with our Architecture Center 

logo. About 300 children went home with bookmarks in hand!   

Pam has also introduced a new version of the Zook segment for the Art Volunteers in the Classroom program. Using posters of Zook 

designs and the Art Instituteôs question-based presentation format, the segment is 

quite interactive and engaging. The Anderson Architecture Center will distribute 

this program throughout District 181 this fall.  

Over a May weekend, the Center hosted a vintage photograph exhibit featuring 

Hinsdaleôs Downtown. Acting Director Sandy Williams orchestrated the event 

where thirty photograph enlargements hung from the ceiling at Immanuel Hall. 

Celebrating the changing views of our downtown area, the photos ranged from the 

1880ôs to the 1960ôs. Over 200 people stopped in during the free event offering 

rave reviews!          

Finally, docent training sessions have begun for the Anderson Architecture Centerôs 

downtown walking tours. We are fortunate to have Kay Wagner, Hinsdale resident and 

longtime docent with the Chicago Architecture Foundation to lead our program. If youôre interested in joining this fun, educational and 

fascinating group, just let us know  630-654-9500.     

R. Harold Zook Home and Studio 

Work continues on the home and studio of R. Harold Zook. The restoration of the windows is still in progress and now that the weather 

is warmer and less wet, work can begin on the final items left to be finished on the exterior of both the home and studio. The guiding 

force to the completion of the project, at this point, is the availability of funds. Fund raising is coming along, and your support is 

certainly needed. Thank you to those that have already reached out to support this most important local preservation effort. 

In the last month, a Zook Advisory Committee has been formed, consisting mainly of those members of the original Zook Preservation 

Committee that have chosen to play a more active role in the project. The Advisory Committee members are: Mike Abraham, Greg 

DiDomenico, John Deppe, Tom DeWalle, Dennis Parsons, Paul Primeau, Ann Halbrook Schmid, Bill and Carol Seith, Sharon Taylor, 

Carolyn Winterfield and Shannon Weinberger. Ann Schmid has graciously offered to lead the group, working with Shannon Weinberger 

on the transition of leadership. 

The two main goals of the Zook Advisory Committee at this point are to oversee the fund raising for the Zook project and to oversee the 

completion of the building project. As those two goals are closer to completion, the committee will begin to focus on usage and 

management processes for the Zook Home and Studio. The Zook Advisory Committee is a group of dedicated Zook enthusiasts whose 

varied talents and will be a strong force behind this amazing project.
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Hinsbrook Landscaping workers plant one of two 

large viburnum bushes in front of Immanuel Hall. 

 

Immanuel Hall 

New Bushes, Tree for Immanuel Hall 

Immanuel Hallôs grounds were beautified in late April by contributions of two large 

viburnum bushes and a young beech tree from Laurel and Bill Haarlow. The plants 

originally were in the front yard of the Haarlowôs home, where they thrived but crowded 

other plants. Instead of cutting down and scrapping the healthy, well-formed bushes and 

tree, the Haarlows arranged for their landscaper, Steve Boese, owner of Hinsbrook 

Landscaping, to move the plants to the Hall. The bushes, approximately eight feet high 

and six feet wide, were planted on either side of the front steps, and the 12-foot high 

tree was planted toward the southwest corner of the Hallôs lot. About two weeks after 

planting, the bushes and tree started blooming. 

In addition to the Haarlowsô contribution, estimated to be at least $1,000, Hinsbrook donated its services, estimated to be more than 

$1,000. Hinsbrook also will clean and re-seed the Hallôs grounds and cut the grass regularly this year without charge. 

The Society is very grateful for the Haarlowsô and Hinsbrook Landscapingôs thoughtful, generous and welcome contributions, which are 

so much in keeping with the volunteer contributions that built and maintained Immanuel Hall from its beginning in 1900. 

Laurel Haarlow is the chair of the Societyôs Womenôs Board. Steve Boese and his firm have been an integral part of the preservation of 

the R. Harold Zook Home and Studio since it was moved to KLM Park four years ago.     

Immanuel Hall Wins Third Hinsdale Preservation Award 

The Society received a 2009 preservation award from the Hinsdale Historic Preservation Commission for the compatible addition that 

was the key feature in the two-year rehabilitation of Immanuel Hall, the 109-year old frame church building, at 302 S. Grant St., that is 

owned by the Society.   

The 2009 award is the third one the Society has received from the Commission for its work in preserving the Hall. 

In receiving the award at a ceremony at the Memorial Building on May 5th, the Society singled out preservation architect Charles Pipal, 

of Riverside, for his years of essential work on the rehab project, which began with early planning seven years ago, continued through 

applications, final drawings and construction, and is ongoing with landscaping and maintenance issues. Mr. Pipal donated much of his 

services.    

The $1 million-plus rehab ended late last fall. Since the first of the year, the Society has made the Hallôs unique, 30x60-foot main floor 

available to the public for a variety of small events, including receptions, club meetings, classes, speakers and music recitals. 

The Hall also houses the Roger and Ruth Anderson Architecture Center, a design and construction resource program of the Society 

that is also available to the public. 

The Commission has presented preservation awards annually to Hinsdale houses and other buildings since 2000. In 2000, the Society 

received a preservation award from the Commission for its efforts to save the Hall from certain demolition, and in 2006 the Society 

received a second preservation award from the Commission for its reconstruction of the Hallôs original front entry. 

The Hall has received several other state and regional preservation awards. It is Hinsdaleôs first official historic landmark, is also a 

designated local landmark and is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 
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The Board of Trustees of the Hinsdale Historical Society would like to thank all 
the 2008-2009 Hinsdale Historical Society volunteers for their time and talent!
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Pamela Andrews 

Mary Angelo 

Artemis Anos 

Polly Ascher 

Genevieve Baird 
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Vivian Boberg 

Steve Boese 
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Jill Cecchini 
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Sarah Chase 
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Meg Coghill 

Drew Cosby 

Jen Couzens 

Josette Cray 

Angela Crews 
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Diane Dean 
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John Deppe 

Greg DiDomenico 
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Victoria Donnelly 

Lisa Dougherty 

Jim Durkan 

Christie Eddins 
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Jim Elder 

Tora Ellis 

Julie Elmore 

Sally Engels 

Karen Fiascone 

Kim Fikejs 

Mary Foster 

Jeri Galati 

Michelle Gangemi 

Wendy Garber  

Liz Gerami 

Nickie Giannopoulos 
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Molly Gibson 

Kristy Giltner 

Frank Gonzalez 

Liz Gonzalez 

Jane Gralen 

Jan Grisemer 

Marguerite Guido 

Laura Gutman 

Laurel Haarlow 

Jane Hardies 

Char Harrison 

Don Harrison 

Margaret Hawn 

Woody Heidler 

Lisa Hinchman 

Maron Hindman 

Cathy Hoffman 

Doug Hogankamp 

Salle Huber 

Molly Hughes 

Rose Humiston 

Kelly Isenhart 

Natasha Isenhart 

Chad Jefferson 

Jackie Jefferson 

Sandy Johnson 

Stacy Johnson  
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George Kanary 

Julie Kelly 

Maria Kelly 

Shannon Kennedy 
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Cindy Klima 
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Katy Lee 
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Mary Lyne 
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Lisa Moore 
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Susie Mullaney 
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Susan Olsson 
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Shirley Paulson 

Dennis Parsons 
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Anne Pickett 

Stefanie Pike 
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Meg Pound 

Bethany Priester 
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Susie Turek 

Rosemary Tye 

Kay Wagner 

Amy Waldron 

Beth Waldo 

Amy Walker 

Nancy Walker 

Karen Walton 

Stanley Walton 
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The Society gratefully acknowledges financial contributions for its general operations as well as for the 
Anderson Architecture Center, Hinsdale History Museum, Historic Immanuel Hall, Zook Home and 

Studio Molgb`q ^ka qeb Tljbkðp ?l^oa colj the following for the 2008-2009 fiscal year. 
 

Ruth Anderson 

Dr. Thomas Andrews 

Andrew & Karen Barnard  

William & Sally Barnard   

The Alben F. & Clara G. Bates 

Foundation 

George & Alice Bauder   

Barbara Bere 

Elisa Bernard    

Rody & Judy Biggert    

Neil Blitstein & Chris Cordin-Blitstein 

Michael J. Brandt 

Cheryl D. & Co., LTD   

Goodwin & Marilyn Clark  

Joseph & Carol Clark  

David & Barbara Clarke    

Irving V. Clarke 

Barbara T. Cochran 

Contractors Millwork Supply, Inc.  

Brian & Margaret Cooper 

The County Line Questors 

Creations Landscaping   

Mary L. Danly  

James & Carol Davidson 

Dan & Andrea Derrington  

Dr. Theodore C. & Ann E. Doege  

John & Donna Donaldson 

Sam & Christie Eddins 

J. Robert & Katherine Effinger  

James & Juanita Elder   

David P. Eller 

Doug & Julie Elmore 

William & Patricia Enright 

Judy M. Floodstrand 

Follett Corporation 

Torrey & Mary Foster   

Victor & Jeri Galati 

C. R. & Michelle Gangemi 

James & Wendy Garber 

Robert & Maureen Gillespie 

Matthew & Roxanna Goebel 

Donald & Jane Gralen 

R. E. & Janet Grisemer 

Blair & Lauren Haarlow 

Minnard & Carol Hanson 

Tom & Jane Hardies 

Don & Charlene Harrison 

Ross & Karen Hill 

Hinsdale Bank & Trust 

Joanne & David Hood 

Nancy M. Hotchkiss 

C. Cutler Humiston 

Richard & Elaine Hummer 

Joan M. Hurst 

Sharon Johns 

Scott Jones 

Patrick & Maria Kelly 

James & Cindy Klima 

Robert & Nancy Knuepfer, Jr. 

Fred & Kay Krehbiel 

Jody Lowenthal 

Jennifer S. Lundmark 

Alice A. Mansell 

Mariani Enterprises, Inc. 

Robert & Sanchia Mazza 

David & Janet Miller 

Christine A. Minnella 

Jeffrey & Maria Mohl 

Virginia G. Monroe 

Ted & Mary Martha Mooney 

Brian J. Moran 

Mrs. John Moran 

Philip & Anita Moriarty 

Philip & Meredith Moriarty 

Daniel V. Munn 

Nicor Gas 

Barbara Palmer 

Pantheos, LLC 

Barbara R. Parsons 

Robert & Linda Paulsen 

Alan & Susan Peterson 

Janie Petkus 

Pamela H. Pierce 

Hadley C. Pihl 

Richard A. & Constance L. Pinto 

Robert & Susan Pircon 

Tom Popson & Lynn van Matre 

Jim & Sally Porter 

The Potter Family 

Joanne P. Pringle 

J. Randall & Elizabeth Pyle 

Kathy & Dave Ricordati 

Dr. John A. & Leila S. Ronning 

Mary Ann Ryan 

Robert & Patricia Saigh 

John J. Shutack 

Donald & Marilynn Sliter 

Michael & Carol Smith 

Lilylee Smithwick 

Ralph & Betty Smykal 

Larry & Rose Staat 

State of Illinois 

Carolyn J. Stillman 

Shirley A. Stitt 

Max I. & Barbara S. Stucker 

Frank & Susan Swan 

E.Q. & Katherine Sylvester 

Ira A. & Sharon A. Taylor 

Douglas Thompson & Jean Follett 

Thompson 

The Thurlo Family 

David & Jane Tillinghast 

Tippmann-Graber Cabinet Co. 

Richard & Charron Traut 

Jerome & Caroline Ulane 

Stanley & Karen Walton 

Elizabeth P. Ware 

Joel & Shannon Weinberger 

Marion & Patricia Weston 

William & Nancy Whitney 

David & Sandra Williams 

Capt. Alden & Betty Wulff

The Board of Trustees of the Hinsdale Historical Society deeply appreciates your kindness and generosity! 
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This may be your last mailed issue of the  

Hinsdale Historical Societyôs newsletter, Echoes! 

Dear Society Members, 

Many organizations have begun the process of going paperless. As the Society looks toward the future, it, too, 

must evaluate the possibility of moving to paperless communications with its members. Organizations that 

have gone paperless rely on their websites and email blasts to inform their members of the latest news, while 

using traditional mail for very specific needs. Not only is this change to paperless a more efficient way of 

getting the word out in a timely manner, it also plays an important role in ógoing greenô by saving trees and 

energy as well as saving much needed money. 

We have recently launched our new website at www.hinsdalehistory.org . While the website is not yet 

complete with all Society information, we hope to have it up and running fully by the end of the summer. Past 

issues of Echoes will also be found on the website. 

During this transition to paperless communication, next year, the Society will offer a paper issue of Echoes to 

those interested members who submit  their address on the form below. To those who submit emails, they will 

receive an electronic version of Echoes. Those who the Society has not heard from will be able to view Echoes 

on the Society website. This transition to paperless might take some time, but we want to be certain that we 

continu e to share with our membership the rich history of Hinsdale as well as the latest news on our local 

efforts to preserve Hinsdaleôs unique past. 

Please fill out the below information or drop us an email at newsletter@hinsdalehistory.org.  

Sincerely,  

Shannon  Weinberger  

Hinsdale Historical Society Newsletter Editor  
 

 

Name________________________________________Phone___________________________  

Address______________________________________________________________________  

Email Address__________________________________________________________________  
                (please know that your email will only be used for Society communications and will not be shared) 

 

Æ  Yes, please continue to send me a paper form of Echoes at the address above.* 
 

Æ  Yes, I am happy to go paperless and look forward to receiving Echoes and the latest Society news via email 

at the email address above.* 
 

*Please note that you must be a member of the Hinsdale Historical Society to receive Echoes. For information on becoming a member, 

renewing your membership or increasing your membership level, please visit our website at www.hinsdalehistory.org  
 

Please return this form to:  

The Hinsdale Historical Society 

P.O. Box 336 

Hinsdale, IL 60522  

Or email your response to newsletter@hinsdalehistory.org  

http://www.hinsdalehistory.org/
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Does your family have what it takes to bring home the gold? 
Come find out at the... 

Hinsdale History Museumôs 
2nd Annual Family Croquet Tournament 

Bring out your competitive side at our Family Croquet 
Tournament! Learn the history of the game and enjoy the 

day with family and friends! 
 

 
For more information or to register, 
please contact the  
Hinsdale History Museum at 
hinsdalehistory@att.net 

Hinsdale Historical Society Å www.hinsdalehistory.org Å 630-789-2600 

 
When:  Please join us on 

Saturday, June 13th 
10am -1pm 
 

Where:  Historic Immanuel Hall 
302 South Grant Street 

 

Cost:  $5 per couple 
 

RSVP Required: Please reserve  
your space by email to 
hinsdalehistory@att.net 
or by phone at  
630-789-2600 
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Historic Highlights 

From the Archives: Hinsdale Golf Clubôs Championship Golfer 

With spring finally in the air, the golf season is here again (for 

some of us). Hinsdale Golf Club once produced a national 

championship golfer. His name is Robert A. Gardner. 

Gardnerôs father was one of the founders of the Hinsdale Golf 

Club. According to his golfing biography in the Hinsdale Golf 

Club Centennial History (1998), ñMr. Gardner developed his 

golf game on the old course as a boy and became the finest 

home-grown golfer the Club has ever had. His aptitude for golf 

as a game and his temperament were well-suited to the match 

play format that ruled golf in the first half of this century. He 

won the 1909 US Golf Association Amateur Championship at 

the Chicago Golf Club when he was nineteen. The 1909 

driving contest, held on a rainy Fourth of July was won by 

Robert Gardner (230 yards). He remained on the record books 

as the youngest US Amateur Champion until Tiger Woods won 

in 1994. He was a finalist for the trophy twice more in 1916 

and 1921. During the 1916 tournament, Gardner defeated 

fourteen year old Bobby Jones, but lost to another Chicago 

golfing legend, Chick Evans.ò Mr. Gardner also won the 

Amateur Championship in 1915. 

Golfing legend Tommy Armour said of Gardner, ñSome players 

seem to be born with the faculty of fine coordinationéAlthough he played only intermittently, he still compiled sub-par scores. He was 

regarded as a great natural golfer.ò 

In 1910, the New York Sun judged that the four best golfers in America were Chick Evans of Edgewater, Chandler Egan of Exmoor, 

Albert Seckle of Riverside and Robert Gardner of Hinsdale Golf Club. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This championship group, Robert Gardner, Albert Seckel, DE Sawyer, and Chick 

Evans, played an exhibition match at Hinsdale Golf Club in 1915.  Mr. Gardner had 

won the US Amateur Championship, played in Detroit earlier that year. 

 

The Hinsdale Historical Society wants to thank the following people for their generous donations to the Hinsdale 
History Museum Collections and the Zook Home and Studio Preservation Project. 

John and Mildred Ballin     Chuck Kern  

Blaine and Veryle Lynn Cox    C. Cutler Humiston 

G. Ross Forbes      Richard Pinto 

Marguerite Guido      Gwen Qackenbush 

Ken and Judy Hadland     Mark and Mary Saviski 

John Hartman      N. Michael and Carol Stewart 

Hinsdale Public Library     Janet Urban 

Susan Houff      c/o Jean Follett 
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Historic Highlights 

Life in the Past Lane: Hinsdale 1934 

z The entire village was enthused when the concert band at our 

Hinsdale Township High School was crowned Class B state 

champs. Almost immediately the slogan became ñOn to Des 

Moines!ò for the national contest, and within days a serious fund 

raising effort materialized to help pay the way. Tag Day reaped 

$233 and approximately twelve tons of old newspapers and 

magazines were collected and sold by the bale in Chicago. The 

announcement in Des Moines, Iowa of the awards, confirmed the 

residentsô esteem for our local musical heroes: eighteen bands 

were entered in Class B competition and the achievement of 

Hinsdale in gaining a place among the first three groups was 

outstanding -- and deserving of all the effort and praise from the 

community.  

z Four high school students learned the difference between 

playing a joke and a committing a serious offense when they 

ñkidnappedò a fellow classmate. The ñkidnappeeôsò father did not 

look kindly on the prank and notified the police who ordered 

warrants for their arrest. Two of the pranksters were fined $50 

each while the other two were released on condition of no 

misdemeanor in the future. 

z The final activity of the school year will be the Junior Prom on 

Friday evening, June 8th, for which the Juniors have been planning 

for many weeks. Is there any better way to welcome the end of a 

seniorôs year?  

z Work is progressing rapidly on the new park development just 

south of the Memorial Building. Grading and filling of low places 

has been completed, and trees and shrubs are being 

planted. Already the beauty of the new development is apparent to 

commuters who view it on a daily basis. 

z Some Hinsdaleans did a double take when they caught sight of 

several big turban-clad Moroccan visitors strolling toward the post 

office recently. Seems the strangers were in town to buy some of 

the Fritz McElhonesô magical equipment for use at the Worldôs Fair 

this summer. Since the Moroccans spoke no English, the 

transactions were conducted in French, with Mrs. Kniskern acting 

as interpreter. Those who glimpsed the visiting strangers may 

recognize them in the Oasis troupe at the Oriental Village at the 

Fair later this summer. Another local connection to the Fair:  

promising to be the ñFad of the Fair,ò little souvenir stamps, which 

are to be given out with admission tickets to various exhibits, were 

in most cases designed and printed by Merrill Printing of Hinsdale. 

z Village residents, especially those among the younger 

set, continued their fascination with, and interest in, the new 

Burlington ñZephyr.ò The crack train passed through Hinsdale 

about eight times during the day when it made a number of trial 

runs between Chicago and Aurora. Local youngsters now have 

some nice collections of prized coins flattened on the train tracks 

by the famed Zephyr. 

z Several Hinsdaleans will be included in the distinguished group 

attending dedication ceremonies for the opening of the new 

Chicago Zoological Park in Brookfield on June 30th. The zoo will 

be formally opened to the public the following day when visitors 

will be welcomed. 

z Mr. Kaufman, local upholsterer and furniture store owner, used 

the wrong method of illumination when he went in search of some 

material at his shop. The candle he carried to light his way ignited 

a piece of the upholstery stuffing and a small blaze resulted. Very 

little damage was done, but for a short time Mr. Kaufman had quite 

a scare. 

z During a prolonged drought in which Ruth Lake has dried up, 

the wells of many residents along Garfield Street south of town 

have also gone dry. At the request of Drew Ten Broeck of Chicago 

Guernsey Farm, the Village of Hinsdale has come to the rescue. A 

line has been attached to the hydrant at Tenth and Garfield to 

provide water for the affected families from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Users 

are asked to use the water sparingly and for necessary purposes 

only. 

z 21st Amendment pays in Illinois! With no contribution from 

Hinsdale however, receipts totaling nearly two and a half million 

dollars were collected by the State Liquor Revenue Division during 

the period February 1 to May 31. 

 

 

 

 

Photo from  

www.trainweb.org/.../gallery/cbq/zephyr-ad1.jpg 



12 | H i n s d a l e  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y 
 

Upcoming Programs and Events 

  

Passport to Adventure 

 

Memorial Day until Labor Day 

This summer, the Hinsdale History 

Museum will be participating in the 

Passport to Adventure program 

sponsored by the Kane-DuPage Regional 

Museum Association. The program 

encourages families to visit museums and 

nature centers in the Chicagoland area. 

Passport booklets can be picked up at 

participating locations, including the 

Societyôs museum. Collect stamps from a 

variety of museums! Those that visit more 

than 10 sites will receive a prize.  

 

 

Second Annual Croquet 

Tournament 
 

Saturday, June 13th  

10:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Immanuel Hall 

$5 per couple 

 
Bring out your competitive side at our 2nd 
Annual Family Croquet Tournament. Learn 
a bit about the history of the game and 
enjoy the day with family and friends! 
 
 
 

Registration required: 
hinsdalehistory@att.net  
 630-789-2600 

 

 

Efkpa^ib Efpqlof`^i Pl`fbqvðp 

 
Hinsdale History Museum 

15 South Clay Street 

Hinsdale, Illinois 

630-789-2600 

 

The Museum is open 

10:00 am ë 2:00 pm 

Fridays 

& 

Saturdays 
or by appointment 
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