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From the President

| recently spent a few days driving through the scenic back roads of New England with
my husband and oldest son at the height of the colorful fall foliage. My son is interested
in the idea of attending boarding school, so we flew out east, rented a car, and drove
from Ohio to Connecticut visiting schools. Throughout our entire trip, history
surrounded us.

Much of our route took us through wonderfully historic towns; towns with graveyards,
churches, stonewalls and homes that have witnessed every day events for the past two
hundred, or more, years. We visited schools founded before our Village’s founding. |
couldn’t help but reflect on how history makes a difference in these towns and schools.
The sense of history that enveloped us made the experience one | doubt | will forget.

History does make a difference. It is hard for me to put words to what that difference is,
it is more of a feeling, a sense. It is the feeling | get when | walk through the kitchen at
the museum, or the sense one feels walking up the small choir loft stairs at Immanuel
Hall, or even the smell that hits me when | open up the attic door of our 1889 Hinsdale
home.

The Society’s mission is to collect, preserve and promote the history of Hinsdale. The
work of the Society makes a difference in our Village. Without the support of our
members and generous donors, that work would greatly diminish and the feeling, the
sense one gets when experiencing our Village, would diminish as well.

In the next month, you will be receiving the Society’'s Annual Fund appeal in the mail.
Please think about the difference our history makes to our Village and consider
financially supporting the Society’s work in collecting, preserving and promoting the
history of Hinsdale. | encourage you to help history make a difference.

Shannon Weinberger

President, Hinsdale Historical Society
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In Memoriam

Dick Stitt, husband of Shirley, founder of
the Society’s archives, passed away on
October 18.

If not for Dick Stitt and his vision, we might
not exist as a Society today! When the
Village of Hinsdale's centennial (1973)
was approaching, a group from the
Friends of the Library organization formed
a Historical Committee to discover and
document Hinsdale’s past. Shirley Stitt
was one of their leaders. Inspired by the
committee’s success and the growth of
the collection, it was Dick Stitt who
suggested that there be a permanent
repository for their historical ephemera
and photographs...a historical society for
Hinsdale.

Encouraged by Dick and Shirley’s
enthusiasm, the idea escalated and soon
the Society was organized. Shortly
afterward, Shirley arranged for the Friends
of the Library's collection to be

transferred to the fledgling Hinsdale
Historical Society as the nucleus of our
archive collection.

The Society extends its sympathy to the
family of our warm and witty friend and
supporter.
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This fall has been wonderful for the attendance at
the Museum! Between group tours, special
programs and educational events, we have had
over 200 people through the Museum since the
beginning of August! | can’t tell you how exciting
and encouraging those numbers are! And we
aren’t even close to being done. For the remainder
of the year we have quite a few programs, social
events, and exhibit openings going on, so please come and visit us!

The next upcoming event is the Annual Christmas Open Hoteséng place
on the same night as the Hinsdale Christmas Walk, November 27 This year
will be extra special because that is also the opening night of our highly
anticipated exhibit — A Dollie for Fannfeaturing the dolls of our collection.
So stop in for a cup of hot cider or a nice glass of wine, listen to cheery carols
from the Front Parlor’s organ, and view the new exhibit!

Back by popular demand - The Legend of St. Nicholp®sented by
Histories for Kids) is taking place Saturday, December® Children of all ages
will gather around St. Nick in the decorated Front Parlor of the Museum to
listen to his fascinating tale — and for those lucky participants, to receive a
candy cane or two! Itis truly a magical program for the kids.

The last scheduled program for the holiday season is a tribute to the Victorian
mantra of recycling. Victorians were the masters of recycling, reusing
everything until it couldn’t possibly be used anymore. In the spirit of “going
green” we will be creating patchwork ornaments reuse bits of fabric and
remind us that we can recycle more than just paper and plastic. This program
will be taking place on December 12

We look forward to seeing you during the upcoming holiday season!

Anne Swenson

Museum Manager, Hinsdale Historical Society



Volunteer Spotlight

Ann Halbrook Schmid — New Trustee

The Hinsdale Historical Society is happy to present one of our new trustees in the
Volunteer Spotlight. Ann Halbrook Schmid is currently the chair of the R. Harold
Zook Home and Studio Committee working hard on raising funds to complete the
restoration of the home. Ann is a relatively new volunteer to the Society, starting
on the Zook Committee in 2005 and moving up to the position of chair just this
year, but her association with the Society started back while she was conducting
research for her Masters in Historic Preservation — her thesis being on R. Harold
Zook. How wonderful to have such an expert on board!

Ann moved to Hinsdale when she was five and after being off at college and living
for a few years in Chicago, has moved back into the area. One of her favorite
things about Hinsdale is, of course, the Zook homes! “Despite the threat of
demolition, there is still a wonderful collection of artistically designed R. Harold
Zook homes in Hinsdale. | love how unique and creative their designs are.” Ann
also likes to travel, cook and read in her spare time. Welcome to the Board of
Trustees, Ann!

A Dollie for Fannie
New Exhibit Opens November 27

Friday November 27 4:3030pm

Join the Museum Advisory Committee and staff for the opening of the
Hinsdale History Museum’s newest exhibit, A Dollie for Fannie. The exhibit is
named after one of the Chapin children, Fanny, who was a member of the
family who originally lived in the house which is now the Museum. The
Museum'’s collection of dolls as well as doll clothes and accessories will be
displayed in our second floor exhibit space and will showcase how important
dolls were to girls living in the Victorian era and onward.
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Help Us Go Green!

Even though we're all about history, we like the
21st century too! Please help us go green by
receiveing your Echoes newsletter via email. Just
email us at newsletter@hinsdalehistory.org to start
reciving your email version of the newsletter!

Volunteers Wanted

The Society is always in need of volunteers. If you
are interested in helping out in any way, please
contact the Society at 630-789-2600 or email us at
newsletter@hinsdaleshistory.org.

NewsletteEditorThe Society is looking for
someone interested in taking over the Society’s
newsletter Echoes. Computer skills are a must.

Collections Committe&ne Hinsdale
History Museum is looking to expand its
Collections Committee. If you like history and
working with antique objects, this is the opportunity
for you!

Immanuel Hall Rental
*Special Rates*

For a limited time, a special weekday rate is
available for Society members and Hinsdale
residents. For more information, give the Society a
call or visit www.hinsdalehistory.argick on
Immanuel Hall.

The Hall has hosted birthday parties, receptions,
meetings, lectures, yoga classes, musical recitals
and exhibits (to name a few). It can seat
approximately 120 people or approximately 80 at
tables. It has a fully equipped kitchen, a lift for
persons with disabilities, washrooms, year-round
climate control and other amenities.

Immanuel Hall is the perfect venue for your next
special event. Call 630-789-2600 for more
information.
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Roger and Ruth Anderson Architecture Center

New Part-time Director for Architecture Center

Pleased with the positive response to the Center’s staffing opportunity, Advisory Board members interviewed five of the candidates,
offering the Saturday administrative staff position to Janine Wilkosz.

With a B.A. in Art History from DePaul and a recent M.S. degree in Historic Preservation from Columbia (NY) University, Janine has
done solid ground work in the field. She held an internship at Landmarks lllinois in Chicago, working on various projects including field
research, Chicagoland Watchlist and 2008 Driehaus Foundation Preservation Awards.  She has also volunteered at the Frank Lloyd
Wright Preservation Trust, leading tours through the Home & Studio. Employed during the week in an unrelated field, Janine is
pleased to again be involved with architecture and preservation.

Janine is available at the Roger & Ruth Anderson Architecture Center at Immanuel Hall, 302 South Grant, every Saturday between
10:00 and 2:00 pm. Stop by, using the Center's Third Street entrance, and say hello!

Unique Opportunity for the Anderson Architecture Center

A first-of-its-kind conference was held in Chicago this month. Spearheaded by the Chicago Architecture Foundation, the newly formed
Association of Architecture Organizations (AAQ) collaborated with the Architecture and Design Education Network (A+DEN) to host the
international event.

Attended by our administrator, Janine Wilkosz, and Sandy Williams, our organization was able to touch base with both successful and
startup architectural organizations, large and small. Much information was shared as the conference focused on the importance of
increasing architectural dialogue in cities and contributing to a more engaged public. We heard discussions about broadening
audiences of all ages via various exhibition methods and gathered several programming ideas. Encouraged by attending this inaugural
conference of peers, we look forward to creating Hinsdale’s own version of ideas learned.

Children’s Christmas Gift Idea

After hearing rave reviews and our own hands-on experience, the Anderson Architecture Center recently purchased KEVA blocks for
its drop-in children’s programs. These simple wooden building blocks, used by children’s museums across the country, are made of
unfinished, untreated American hard wood maple. Each block is the same size, 1 x 4 %2 x %, so has endless possibilities. We've heard
that Frank Lloyd Wright got hooked on architecture as a toddler with a set of blocks that his mother gave him...who knows where this
could lead to in your family?

Blueberry Forest Toys, where we purchased our blocks, is offering a 15% discount to interested Historical Society members. For more
information, go to www.blueberryforest.com, search KEVA, and use coupon code HHS1%or the discount (through 11/30/Q9And
watch for the Anderson Architecture Center’s January drop-in program!

allinsdale Historical Society
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Halloween Fun Comes to Immanuel Hall

How about an adult Halloween evening costume party at the Society’s 109-year old
landmark Immanuel Hall to benefit Youth Guidance, an area nonprofit organization
providing social services to young people? Not a trick, but a terrific treat for the more than
100 persons who attended the five-hour event in the vintage Gothic-style Hall, whose
exterior and main floor were suitably — we’ll say it — tricked out for the occasion.

The highlight of the party came about 9:30 p.m. when either a helium-filled balloon or fake
smoke used for atmosphere found its way to the top of the Hall's 20-foot high vaulted
ceiling, tripping a sensor that sent an alarm to the Hinsdale Fire Department.

The building was evacuated without incident, which made for a memorable sight outside
the Hall as costumed guests — witches, vampires, monsters and other frights — and
casually dressed neighbors mingled in good humor while firefighters checked the Hall and
determined the building was safe and could be re-entered.

To cries of “Party on!” guests quickly filled the Hall and resumed celebrating, which finally
ended with “lights on!” one-half hour into All Saints Day.

| & /'l
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Aspider named Orkin creeps across the
Hall's ceiling.

R. Harold Zook Home and Studio

The work on the Zook Studio is coming along nicely. The steal casement windows have been
restored and installed. Some windows even required on-site re-glazing, a very delicate process.
The window frames will be painted in situ in the coming weeks. We have run power from the
Zook home into the studio, providing much needed light for interior work. The restoration of the
Studio has been a bit stymied while we are awaiting the
hand hewn wood beams to be delivered from
Wisconsin. Excessive delays from our first vendor
required us to find a new lumber provider. We hope to
obtain these beams within the month. No interior work
can be started until the new beams are installed,

&% ensuring structural stability of the studio. Once the
beams arrive, we will be busy installing them, and
beginning the interior restoration of the Studio.

Fundraising efforts for the project are in full swing. In order to obtain the funds to finish the
Home and Studio, we are putting together contact information for everyone interested in
supporting the project. We are particularly interested in generating a current list of Zook
Home Owners. If you are a Zook home owner please contact us at
info@zookhomeandstudio.org to ensure that we have your current contact information.
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Historic Highlights

From the Archives: Stories of Nettie

Nettie and a friend.
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Dr. and Mrs. Lawton and their 8 children lived in the house on the west side of
Washington Street just north of Chicago Avenue. In 1901, Dr. Lawton bought a
donkey named Nettie as a pet for his children. For the next 22 years, Nettie was
a part of village life. She seemed to be everywhere-hauling the Lawton children
on errands, delivering laundry, decked out for the 4t of July parade, or just
taking happy youngsters up and down the streets in her small cart.

The Lawton boys taught Nettie tricks, their favorite being that of having her play
dead and not arise until they told her to. Several times they had Nettie “die” at
the intersection of Washington Street and Chicago Avenue while they
disappeared for lunch.

Once some enthusiastic boys borrowed Nettie for a program to be held in the 3
floor gymnasium of Garfield School. When she went upstairs, Nettie was all
docility. For the descent, well, as everybody learned sooner or later, when
Nettie did not deign to move, she did not move. As the audience filed out, Nettie
sat on her haunches at the top of the stairs and brayed at them. The boys
puzzled over the matter until someone suggested they get some wrestling mats
and coax her onto one of them. This was done, and Nettie was laboriously, but
rather royally, slid down both flights.

Nettie playing dead. This photo appears to have been taken at the intersection of Washington
and Chicago Avenue



Historic Highlights
Life in the Past Lane: 75 Years Ago

z G.O.P.gets ascare! For the first time ever “history was made
in DuPage County on Tuesday when the Democratic wave which
swept over the state of lllinois partially touched this county, being
effective in DuPage to the extent of two county offices.” Those
two offices were county treasurer and clerk of the circuit court,
although a recount may be called in the treasurer’s race which
was won by John Hellyer of Hinsdale by 14 votes. All other
Republican candidates emerged safe from the split ticket voting
amid the onslaught of the Democratic wave. Actually, six parties
offered up a total of 70 candidates in the election for state and
Congressional offices: besides the two major ones, there were the
Prohibition, National Progressive, Socialist Labor and Socialist
parties.

z With the unanimous passage of a liquor ordinance at the last
Village Board meeting, Hinsdale became a “wet” community. The
new ordinance, to become effective December 3rd, provides for
three classes of licenses -- as well as a multitude of provisions and
restrictions concerning the sale of liquor in Hinsdale.

z The Police Department is seeking help from the public in
enforcing a no-peddler ordinance. If anyone sees a peddler on the
streets of Hinsdale they are asked to call the police at (telephone
number) 93.

z Recent Hinsdale burglaries may have been solved with the
arrest of a band of ex-convicts in Chicago. Chief Domianus from
Hinsdale was among several suburban police officers who raided
the apartment of members of the gang and found household
furnishings ranging from electric refrigerators to rugs taken from
suburban homes. The burglars have operated for a long time with
seeming impunity, and it still remains a mystery as to how they got
away with such large household items.

z There is a very great need for clothing among families in and
near Hinsdale, especially children’s underwear, shirts and
stockings. Also needed are men’s underwear, shirts and
sweaters. The United Charities of DuPage has undertaken to
furnish this clothing and will be grateful for any contributions either
in used clothing or checks to cover the purchase of same.

Z Residents on the sidewalk in front of the Hinsdale Club may
gaze across the street at the new police and fire station currently
under construction. In spite of cold and rainy weather, bricklayers
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have progressed to the second floor level of what is rapidly taking
on the appearance of an extremely attractive building. Temporary
quarters for the police department are located in the old bank
building at 8 East First Street until the new building is completed.
Other PWA (Public Works Administration) projects to be finished
include the roof of the shelter house at Stough Park, pavement on
streets in the business district torn up when the new water system
was laid, and permanent plantings in the landscaping plans at the
water plant grounds. Work is now complete at Burns Field for this
year.

z Additional PWA projects in DuPage County include, “after
considerable delay and uncertainty,” the paving of Route 54
bordering Hinsdale and Elmhurst. The section to be paved will run
from Chicago Avenue (47th Street) to Fifty-fifth Street in Hinsdale.
Also in DuPage, NRA (National Recovery Act) money will be used
to create an underpass for route 59 under the Chicago, Burlington
and Quincy railroad west of Naperville.

Z The Better Housing Program, in progress throughout the
Villages of Hinsdale and Clarendon Hills, calls for house-to-house
delivery of information by more than 100 civic-minded young men.
Every store keeper and home owner will be told of the campaign
to encourage the repair and improvement of homes and business
properties for the purpose of improving general economic
conditions in the community, while at the same time stimulating
employment. Many prominent and influential citizens have
expressed approval of the program and called it an excellent
investment in the future of our villages

z Strawn’s Drug Store, in business in Hinsdale for fourteen years
closed its doors to the public recently after Mr. Strawn had
arranged to sell his stock to the Walgreen Company.

z On the national scene the Union Pacific Railroad’s new
streamlined diesel cut fourteen hours, thirty two minutes from the
Los Angeles — New York run.

z “Baby Face” Nelson avenged the slaying of his partners in
crime, “Pretty Boy” Floyd and John Dillinger in a gun battle with
federal agents in lllinois. Nelson killed one agent and wounded
the second — then, wounded himself, fled the scene. His body
was later found in a roadside ditch outside Chicago pierced by
seventeen bullets.
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Annual Christmas Open

House and 4 Dollie for
Fannie Opening

Friday, November 27th
4:30-7:30 pm

Hinsdale History Museum
Free

Join us to celebrate the holidays in our
decorated 1874 historic home. The vintage
organ will be pumping out carols while our
docents give brief tours of the home. Also,
be sure to stop and see our new exhibit
featuring the doll collection in the 2nd floor
exhibit space (not handicap accessible).
Light refreshments will be provided.

The Legend of St. Nicholas

Saturday, December 5th
10:30 am i 12:00pm
Hinsdale History Museum
$5 per person
Registration required at:
info@hinsdalehistory.org

Back by popular demand! St. Nicholas will
be telling his exciting tales in our decorated
Victorian Parlor! Join us afterwards for
cookies and hot cocoa.

Patchwork Omament Craft

Saturday, December 12th

10:307 11:30 am

Hinsdale History Museum
Members: Free, Non-members: $3
Registration required at:
info@hinsdalehinstory.org

This holiday season we would like to tribute
the Victorian mantra of recycling. In the
spirit of “going green” we will be creating
patchwork ornaments to reuse bits of fabric
and remind us that we can recycle more
than just paper and plastic.
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