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Introducing the New 

Hinsdale Historical Society Womenôs Board 

Over the past five years, the Hinsdale Historical Society has experienced tremendous 

growth in the scope of its properties and programs. Todayôs Society has grown well 

beyond its cornerstone property, the Hinsdale History Museum, to include both Historic 

Immanuel Hall and the Zook Home and Studio. Additionally, Immanuel Hall now 

houses the new Roger and Ruth Anderson Architecture Center. Indeed, the purview of 

the Societyôs responsibilities is extensive, and the possibilities for these entities are 

numerous. Supporting that work is the charge of the newly formed Womenôs Board, as 

stated in their mission: 

The Hinsdale Historical Societyôs Women Board is a volunteer 

service organization. Its members are dedicated to support the 

Society and its mission to collect, preserve and promote the history 

of Hinsdale, Illinois, and to foster an awareness and appreciation 

of its history and architecture through education, programs, 

exhibits and the maintenance of historical resources and 

properties in the Village. 

The Womenôs Board will support all entities of the Society, and additionally will offer 

some of its own programming to Society members. Forthcoming plans include 

educational activities for schools and the community, a winter luncheon, associate 

enrichment events, and the Kitchen Walk. 

The first event of the Hinsdale Historical Society Womenôs Board will be a new 

member reception on Wednesday, October 8th at the newly rehabilitated and 

renovated Immanuel Hall. For more information, please call the Society at 630-789-

2600. 

Hinsdale Historical Society Womenôs Board Executive Officers 

Laurel Haarlow, President 

Julie Elmore, Vice President 

Laura Johnson, Secretary 

Mary Foster, Treasurer 

 

From the President 

Dear Society Members, 

A milestone has been reached in the Societyôs 

history! Thanks to many of you, the laborious and 

detailed renovation of Immanuel Hall is complete. 

This issue of Echoes went to print before October 

5th, but on that date a celebration is planned at 

the Hall, and we hope you were able to attend.  

We are waiting for the official occupancy permit 

from the Village so we can commence offering 

the use of this beautiful facility to a wide variety of 

groups and people. It is truly a gem to be shared 

with the community! 

There are not enough pages in this newsletter to 

thank all those who made this long process 

successful. Many persons are to be especially 

noted at the ceremony on October 5th, and, of 

course, a donorôs plaque will be prominently 

displayed inside the Hall. 

Sandy Walton 
President 
Hinsdale Historical Society 
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From the Museum Manager 

The current main exhibit at the Hinsdale History Museum 

is entitled Hinsdale Artists. This exhibit is especially 

interesting because all of its contents are works of art 

(paintings and sketches) which were done by Hinsdale 

residents; some from the past, some of the present. It is 

amazing the quality of work that these artists produced 

and that Hinsdale produced these artists! A majority of 

the artists featured had a formal art background with many 

of them attending training at the Art Institute of Chicago. The artists include:  Aletha 

Hiatt, Paul Proehl, Ruth Leatherman, Chester Bratten, Charles Heatherington, Hugh 

Ditzler, David Schofield and Jim Pinto.  

Since the artists span many periods in time, the exhibit consists of a wide range of 

artistic styles, so everyone is sure to find something they like. Hinsdale subjects are 

also a theme in many of the paintings, making the exhibit particularly interesting to 

residents of the Village. 

Hinsdale Artists will be on display through October, so be sure to stop by the museum 

to check it out! 

Anne Swenson  
Museum Manager, Hinsdale Historical Society 

News from the Board of Trustees 

The following Executive Committee Officer positions were elected at the Annual 

Meeting held at the Hinsdale History Museum on Sunday, June 8, 2008.  

President, Stanley Walton 

Vice President, Shannon Weinberger 

This notice is provided to the membership according to the Hinsdale Historical Society 

By-Laws revised June 8, 2008, Article V Section 2-B, which states: 

óOnly members of the Board of Trustees are eligible to be Officers. The Officers shall 

be elected by the members of the Board from a slate presented by the Nomination 

Committee (see Article V, Section 6-B) and shall serve staggered two-year terms. 

Officers are limited to three consecutive terms.ô 

The Board of Trustees acknowledged Bob Saigh for his ñabove and beyondò dedication 

to the Board of Trustees and Society, as he has stepped down from his officer position 

of many years. Bob will remain on the board as a Trustee. 

The Board of Trustees also gratefully acknowledged the dedicated work of Susan 

Olsson, long-time Trustee. Susan has stepped down from the board, but will continue 

to work with the collections at the Hinsdale History Museum. 

Also at the Annual Meeting, the revised by-laws were approved, as well as a staggered 

three year term slate for all Trustees. 

Hinsdale Historical Society 
P.O. Box 336 

Hinsdale, IL 60522-0336 

630.789.2600 

www.hinsdalehistory.org 

 

The mission of the Hinsdale Historical Society is  

to collect, preserve and promote the history of Hinsdale, 

Illinois, and to foster an awareness and appreciation of its 

history and architecture through education, programs, 

exhibits and the maintenance of historical resources and 

properties in the Village. 

 

Hinsdale Historical Society  

Board of Trustees 
 

Officers 

Stanley Walton, President 

Shannon Weinberger, Vice President 

Sharon Taylor, Treasurer 

Jane Hardies, Recording Secretary 

 

Trustees 

George Bauder 

Penny Bohnen 

Jim Davidson 

Jim Elder 

Maron Hindman 

Salle Huber 

Laura Johnson 

Sandy Johnson 

Phil Moriarty 

Susan Olsson 

Bob Saigh 

Sandy Williams 

 

Hinsdale History Museum Manager 

Anne Swenson 

 

Immanuel Hall 

Penny Bohnen 

Laura Johnson 

 

Roger and Ruth Anderson  

Architecture Center 

Sandy Williams 

 

R. Harold Zook Home & Studio 

Shannon Weinberger 

 

Efkpa^ib Efpqlof`^i Pl`fbqv Tljbkðp ?l^oa @e^fo 

Laurel Haarlow 

 

Garden Study Club Liaison 

Susan Peterson 

 

Society Services 

Home Research, George Bauder 

Research Library, Janet Miller 

 



3 |  H i n s d a l e  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y 
 

Volunteer Spotlight 

This issue puts the spotlight on three 

active volunteers at the Hinsdale 

Historical Society. Hinsdale residents 

Chris Minnella and her daughter and 

son-in-law, Liz and Frank Gonzalez, 

each bring a special talent and area of 

expertise to the Society family.  

Chris enjoyed many years as a graphic designer in Detroitôs advertising/studio world. 

Her move to Hinsdale was completely based on being near her son, daughter and 

grandchildren, now numbering five. Besides exercising her Mimiôs Enrichment 

Program, she has found many ways to freelance and to volunteer her design skills-and 

now has designed the Societyôs logos for the Hinsdale History Museum, Historic 

Immanuel Hall, and the R. Harold Zook Home and Studio. As an advisory member of 

the newly formed Hinsdale Historical Society Womenôs Board, she is looking forward to 

continuing her creative advocacy of historic Hinsdale. 

ñNot all small towns have such a sense of place as Hinsdale, although my old home 

town, Grosse Pointe, certainly shares it. So it was with interest that I observed my son-

in-lawôs involvement with the Hinsdale Historical Society. A combination of unique 

architecture, a history that is driven by the desire for life beyond the busy city, a town 

with character and many people interested in preserving it. Here it is four years later, 

and I have the opportunity to do what I do- put words and pictures together to express 

a point of view- in this case, to show the growth of the Society and its responsibilities 

and to enjoin others to share in the work and fun.ò 

After nearly two decades in global corporate banking and now a local realtor, Liz 

Gonzalez has been an active community volunteer through her membership with the 

Hinsdale Juniors for four years. When asked about serving on the Societyôs Womenôs 

Board, Liz did not hesitate. ñIôm a banker who appreciates art and architecture. I grew 

up in the historic town of Grosse Pointe, a community that cherishes its quaint 

traditions and celebrates its heritage. I was President of my condo home in New York, 

an 1887 Landmark Brownstone on the Upper West Side, and enjoyed researching its 

secrets at the New York Historical Society in my óspareô time. I have a very strong 

sense of appreciation for the subtle significance that the history of our unique 

neighborhoods have on the integrity of life within them.ò With their eldest child now 

entering kindergarten in District 181, Liz will serve as co-director of the Education 

Committee for the Hinsdale Historical Society Womenôs Board. 

It was a natural that Frank Gonzalez, a licensed architect, found himself a volunteer of 

the Society. He had relocated with his family from Manhattan, where he was a 

restoration architect working on landmark buildings. He began volunteering at the 

Society shortly after coming to Hinsdale on 2004. Frank ran childrenôs workshops on 

the Introduction to Design, which introduced architectural elements found in the Village. 

Frank served a three year term on the Hinsdale Preservation Commission, and is now 

beginning a term on the new Design Review Commission. He is also on the Advisory 

Committee of the Roger and Ruth Anderson Architecture Center. 

The Society is honored to have found this wonderful family of dedicated volunteers! 

Hinsdale Historical Society 

Jbj_bopð Corner 
 

Welcome New Members 

Ms. Carol Feagler 

 

 

Attention All Members 

The Society is in the process of collecting 

member emails. Please send your name and 

email to newsletter@hinsdalehistory.org. 

Your information will only be used for 

Society-related messages. 

 

Help Wanted 

The Society is always on the lookout for 

energetic volunteers to do a variety of jobs. If 

interested, contact us at 630-789-2600 or 

newsletter@hinsdalehistory.org 

 

Suggestions or Comments 

If you have any suggestions or comments 

obd^oafkd ^oqf`ibp fk qeb Pl`fbqvðp kbtpibqqbo) 

email newsletter@hinsdalehistory.org 

 

Need Space for an Event? 

Very soon, Immanuel Hall will be available 

for rent. Immanuel Hall would be the perfect 

place for a small gathering or event! For 

more information, contact Bob Saigh at 

(630) 887-9110 or bsaigh@aol.com 

 

We need your support! 

December is traditionally the time that the 

?l^oa lc Qorpqbbp j^fip lrq qeb Pl`fbqvðp 

Annual Appeal. More than ever, we need 

your support! With three buildings to 

carefully maintain, every dollar counts! No 

donation is too small. Please consider 

supporting the Society in your year-end 

giving! 
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Window before restoration 

Window after restoration 

R. Harold Zook Home and Studio 

The Latest Happenings at the Zook Home and Studio 

There has been a fair amount of action at the Zook Home and Studio in the past year, but it has been confined to the work covered by the original 

2007 demolition permit from the Village. Exterior brick restoration and minimal site improvements have been accomplished. During this past year, the 

members of the building committee have been involved with a very extensive, and expensive, permit process with MWRD of Cook County. This 

permit is needed to define the water retention of the site and must be presented to the Village before a building permit could be issued. 

Now that the Society has received both permits, the project is truly underway. This summer, the 

project work focused on the original steel windows of the home and studio. During the past year, much 

research has been conducted to find the best way to restore the original windows and have custom 

windows made for those openings that have lost their original Fenestra Steel windows. The project has 

hired professional restorationist, Peter Morava, to tackle the many original steel windows. Work has 

begun and the first window was recently returned to the home and has been set back in place. For 

those window openings that were reopened and needed new windows made, custom steel windows 

have been ordered. 

What was once old is now new again. This saying is not only for the Zook windows, but for the front 

stoop of the home. Painstakingly re-laid in the original chevron design, the brick stoop once again 

celebrates Zookôs attention to detail, thanks to the careful work of restoration masons. 

Although the permit hurdle has been 

cleared and the exterior of the home 

should be complete soon, there is much 

more to be done before this architectural 

treasure can be open to the public. Funds 

are still greatly needed to complete the 

interior of the buildings. With your support, 

Zookôs legacy will be preserved and 

shared as a unique venue for a variety of community activities and events. 

If you are interested in supporting the Zook Home & Studio Preservation Project please 

contact the Hinsdale Historical Society at info@zookhomeandstudio.org. 

 

Zook Project Receives State Grant 

With assistance from Hinsdale resident and state representative Patti Bellock (R-47), the Society obtained a $10,000 grant this past summer from 

the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity to help fund restoration of eight original leaded art glass panels and 13 original steel 

frame windows in the R. Harold Zook House. 

Morava Studios, of Oak Park, was selected for the restoration project, which involved removal of the individual windows; securing their individual 

openings; repairing, glazing and painting each window; and reinstallation of the windows.   

The art glass panels were located in the foyer and living room of the house. The steel frame windows were in other rooms of the house. The 

windows contained a total of 133 individual panes of glass, each of which was re-glazed in the restoration. 

The total cost of the restoration project was approximately $58,000. Costs beyond the $10,000 grant will be covered by private contributions, but 

more contributions will be needed to fund the completion of the home and studio. 
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Hinsdale History Museum

From the Collections: Caring for Your Treasures 

We are in the process of drafting a housekeeping policy for our 1874 museum interior and collection. There are many aids available in the museum 

world to guide caretakers in the handling, cleaning and repair of various materials. In addition to the books the Society received from the Institute of 

Museum and Library Services ñConnecting to Collections: The Bookshelf,ò we also have a network of museum professionals we can turn to for 

advice regarding care of our various artifacts.   

All of the objects in our collection, including the house, were personal or family treasures before they became museum treasures. One of the books 

in our collection, Caring for Your Family Treasures, is specifically geared for the care of objects in our homes. Here are some general guidelines to 

help us care for our personal treasures. 

¶ Your objects fair best in the environment you find most comfortable. Try to maintain a relatively stable temperature (72ºF.) and level of 

humidity (50%) inside your home. Fluctuations in humidity are more damaging than fluctuations in temperature. 

¶ Limit light exposure. If you are concerned about the potential for light damage, there are several inexpensive ways to test for damaging 

light. Textile fading cards are a standard museum method for testing the effects of light on objects on display. They can be purchased for 

around $16. A much less expensive way to test is to place a piece of construction paper, folded in half, on an object located near a 

window. Open the paper and compare the two halves over a period of days or weeks to see if your object is being damaged by light 

exposure. If you notice fading you can take action by moving the object or installing UV filtering film on your windows. 

¶ Clean your objects in the gentlest way possible. (More details about this in the next issue.) 

¶ Use caution when repairing an item yourself. Make sure repairs or alterations to an object can be reversed. Consult a professional 

conservator whenever possible. 

¶ Create micro-climates and use protective covers. For example, use chemically stable boxes to store a treasured wedding dress or family 

photos. This will protect objects from dust and pollutants. 

¶ Inspect items regularly and respond promptly to problems. Early detection lessens damage and reduces treatment costs.  

 
Jane W. Long and Richard W. Long, ñAn Ounce of Prevention Is Worth a Pound of Cure,ò in Caring for Your Family Treasures, (New York: Harry N. Abrams, Incorporated, 2000), 20-21. 

 

Eagle Scout Project Transforms Museumôs Lower Level 

The Hinsdale History Museum has undergone a transformation in the past few weeks.  Eagle Scout candidate, Kevin 

Mohl of Boy Scout Troop 10 from Union Church, has been working hard in the Museumôs Lower Level, updating the 

décor.  

Kevin approached the Hinsdale Historical Society asking if we had service projects that he could complete to earn his 

Eagle Scout status. While thinking this over, it came to our attention that the Lower Level was in need of an update. 

Kevin was more than willing to take on the project.  

Kevin has worked hard planning the renovation of the Lower Level which includes stripping the wallpaper and painting 

the walls, along with removing the old and installing new carpet.  

To complete this project in a timely and cost-effective manner, Kevin 

went out into the community to gather donations of materials for the renovation.  

The planning stages of the project took a great deal of time, which Kevin approached with strong 

dedication. Over the weekend of September 5th -7th, Kevin and his team of volunteers worked 

hard to complete the project. They did a wonderful job and the Society is thankful that Kevin and 

his volunteers put forth such a great effort.
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Historic Immanuel Hall  

Preserving Historic Immanuel Hall 

Ten years ago this fall, a resident informed the 

Hinsdale Historical Society that the former 

Immanuel Evangelical Church, 302 S. Grant St., 

which at the time housed a Montessori school, 

had been sold to a private party and was likely to 

be demolished so a new home could be 

constructed on the site. 

For months, the Society led residents and Village 

officials in seeking ways to preserve the small 

frame building, whose unique features were 

largely originally intact, in good condition and a 

vivid reminder of Hinsdaleôs beginnings. 

With the aid of a state grant ï secured by state Senator Kirk Dillard and state 

Representative Patti Bellock, both Hinsdale residents ï the property was purchased by 

the Village from its private owners, and later deeded by the Village to the Society. 

The Society began the long process of assessing an appropriate rehabilitation of the 

building, which it renamed Immanuel Hall, and wanted to continue serving the 

community as it had throughout its 100-year plus existence as a church, office and 

school. 

Various events and activities, including concerts, receptions, exhibits, meetings, 

rehearsals and a wedding, were held at the Hall to test its viability as a multi-purpose 

venue, and each was successful.  Also, the Hallôs historic significance was enhanced 

by its listing on the prestigious National Register of Historic Places, designation as a 

local landmark and receipt of several preservation-related awards and citations. 

Preservation architect Charles Pipal was hired.  A concept plan for a rehabilitation of 

the Hall was created, and a fund raising committee was formed, with Mary Martha and 

Ted Mooney as honorary chairmen and Penny and John Bohnen as chairmen. 

In nine months, the fund raising campaign raised sufficient funds from private sources 

to make the rehab possible.  The largest contribution came from the family of Roger 

and Ruth Anderson and helped found the Societyôs Anderson Architecture Center, 

located in the Hallôs lower level. 

Approvals for the work were obtained from the Village, project manager Dan Ruzic was 

hired in the fall of 2006, and groundbreaking finally occurred in May 2007. 

Not surprisingly, the rehab of the Hall was a near-total ñgut jobò of the lower level and 

featured the following:  a 17x21-foot rear addition to improve access to the building, 

add new space and free existing space for other uses; a completely rehabilitated lower 

level for the above-noted Anderson Center and Society archives, as well as 

washrooms, a mechanical room and storage areas; a new, fully-equipped kitchen on 

the upper level of the buildingôs original rear room; and an extensively refurbished main 

floor on the upper level. 

Immanuel Hall Timeline 
 

1900 ï German immigrant tradesmen, many of them 

members of the new Immanuel Evangelical 

congregation, volunteer their labor to construct a simple, 

one-story, frame ñcarpenter-Gothicò style church, at 302 

S. Grant St., from materials that cost approximately 

$3,000. The building was constructed in eight weeks. 

When construction is complete, the congregation, then 

numbering some 30 families, begins using the building 

for religious services (conducted in the German 

language) and social activities. 

1920 ï A full basement is dug beneath the building, 

which is raised approximately four feet to a new grade. 

The basement accommodates the congregationôs 

increased numbers and activities. 

A small, two-story, frame American four-square style 

house is constructed immediately west of the church 

and is used as a parsonage. 

1923 ï A six-rank pipe organ (402) is purchased from 

M. P. Moller Pipe Organ Company, Hagerstown, 

Maryland, and installed. 

1924 ï Ten stained glass windows are purchased 

from Flanagan & Biedenweg Studios, Chicago, and 

installed. 

1930s ï The congregation joins a new denomination 

and becomes the Immanuel Evangelical and Reformed 

Church. Services in the German language are 

discontinued.  

1950s ï A one-story brick building with full basement 

is constructed immediately south of the church, and is 

used for religious and social purposes of the still-

growing congregation. 

1964 ï The congregation, numbering some 160 

families, relocates to what is now Burr Ridge United 

Church of Christ, at County Line and Plainfield Roads, 

Burr Ridge. Their former church buildings are used as a 

regional office by the United Church of Christ. 

1982 ï The church buildings are sold to a private 

party, who operates a Montessori school for 18 years. 
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Also, a completely new roof, new gutters, a reconditioned bell tower and spire, a 

replica of the original finial atop the spire, new siding and trim to replace damaged 

areas, and new stucco on the exposed foundation; a complete interior and exterior 

painting, with the latter in a scheme close to the original; and state-of-the-art HVAC, 

fire detection and suppression, and safety and security systems; damp-proofing of the 

entire original foundation; insulation of the attic; and upgraded utility services. 

A few jobs are needed to finish the rehab completely.  They include landscaping, for 

which some funds are available, and installation of a sound and projection system, 

additional replacement of damaged siding and trim, insulation of the Hallôs walls, and 

certain equipment and furnishings, when funds become available.   

The projected current cost of the rehab is nearly $1,000,000, which is exceeded when 

numerous in-kind contributions of services and materials are factored in. 

The real bottom line:  Immanuel Hall is fit to serve the community for another 100-plus 

years. 

Weôve Come a Long Wayé 

Where to begin?  Well, people, of course. Get people 

involved.   

Local German immigrants built Immanuel Hall as a church and meeting place. It was 

the center of their neighborhood. Once again, Immanuel Hall will become a community 

gathering place. To make it a reality, people needed to become involved. Immanuel 

Hall neighbors and friends worked tirelessly along with the Society to build awareness 

of the landmark building. The Immanuel Hall Auxiliary was formed to help plan and 

participate in a full schedule of fundraising events to assist in the funding of the 

restoration of the Hall. Hinsdale residents participated in a Hinsdale History Walk, 

Oktoberfests and a White Elephant Sale.  

Society volunteer, Alice Mansell, procured a grand piano from Joy Collins, owner of 

Beautiful Sounds of Burr Ridge. Holiday Concert Series began; Hinsdale Sings! The 

series featured the best local talent including vocalists, instrumentalists and even 

ballerinas from the Salt Creek Ballet. Local women attended annual luncheons with 

interesting educational speakers. Immanuel Hallôs kitchen walk, Hinsdale Cooks! is 

now celebrating its fourth successful year. This event brings approximately 600 people 

touring and enjoying charming homes in Hinsdale neighborhoods. Glorious Gardens of 

Hinsdale dedicated the proceeds from one of their bi-annual garden walks to help the 

Society complete the landscaping at Immanuel Hall.  

While all these events were taking place, a group of loyal preservationists were out in 

the community asking for donations.                                                                                                                               

We feel very fortunate to have our beautiful building restored by the hard work and 

generous donations of so many of our community residents. The spirit of the tenacious 

group of German immigrants lives on! Immanuel Hall, community gathering place for all 

of Hinsdale, lives to see another day-another century. Hinsdaleans of all ages, all faiths 

and all backgrounds now have a special little meeting place to once again call their 

own. Come visit us and step back in time, back to a simpler, gentle time when friends 

took the time to gather and enjoy each otherôs company. Welcome to Historic 

Immanuel Hall!! 

Immanuel Hall Timeline 
 

1999 ï The Montessori school owners sell the 

property to another private party, who plans to demolish 

the church buildings. 

Hearing about the sale from neighbors, the Society works 

successfully with Village and State officials and residents 

to save the church building from demolition. The 

parsonage and the brick building are demolished as part 

of the purchase agreement.  

2001 to 2006 ï The Society takes ownership of 

the property, and renames the building Immanuel Hall. A 

variety of events and activities are hosted at the Hall to 

test its use by the community. The Society retains a 

preservation architect to develop plans to rehabilitate the 

Hall.  The building is listed on the National Register of 

Historic Places, is designated a local landmark, and 

receives numerous preservation awards and citations.   

2005 ï The Society embarks on a major fund raising 

campaign for the rehabilitation of the Hall, and in nine 

months attains its fund raising goal, with contributions 

coming entirely from private sources. 

The largest contribution, $500,000, comes from the 

family of Roger and Ruth Anderson and helps establish 

the Roger and Ruth Anderson Architecture Center, a 

long-planned preservation and construction resource 

service of the Society, which will be located in the lower 

level of the Hall. 

2006 ï Applications for the rehabilitation of the Hall 

are approved by the Village of Hinsdale, and a 

construction manager is retained. 

2007 ï Ground is broken on May 11 for the 17x21-

foot rear addition that is the most obvious exterior 

feature of the rehabilitation project. 

2008 ï The extensive rehabilitation project, which 

completely remodeled the lower level for the Anderson 

Architecture Center and refurbished the original features 

of the upper level and the exterior of the building, draws 

to a close. 

The Society expects to welcome the public to the 

ñrenewedò Historic Immanuel Hall in the fall. 
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Historic Immanuel Hall 

Rehab Update 

Finishing work in recent weeks in anticipation 

of an opening this fall of a rehabbed Immanuel 

Hall included installation of carpet and lights 

on the upper and lower levels; spot carpentry, 

painting and electrical work; new sidewalk and 

walkways on a higher grade for easier access; 

and clean-up, filling, grading and seeding of 

the exterior grounds in preparation for 

additional landscaping in the spring. 

Earlier in the summer, gutters and downspouts 

were installed, as was the mechanical lift 

between the lower and upper levels of the 

Hall. A connection was made with a new 

Village water line that will provide reliable 

water flow and pressure to operate the Hallôs 

new fire sprinkler system. 

Well over 200 persons visited the Hall on the 

Fourth of July (the Hall is on the Village 

parade route) for ñsneak peeksò of the 

rehabilitation. Virtually all of them were 

enthusiastic about the rehab and wanted to 

return for an event or activity soon. Many of 

the visitors had new suggestions for uses of 

the building. 

Several individuals and groups have inquired 

about using the Hall, which will occur once an 

occupancy permit is issued by the Village. An 

extensive late-summer inspection of the Hall 

basically approved the building for use once 

some exterior tasks, such as the afore-

mentioned sidewalk and initial landscaping 

work, are completed. 

For more information on use of the Hall ï 

whose features include a completely 

refurbished 30x60-foot open main floor 

(occupancy 125 persons), 20-foot high vaulted 

ceiling, kitchen, washrooms and other 

amenities; call Bob Saigh at 630-789-2600.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


